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I want to switch between multiple pdf files just like I do with .jpg images in various viewers.

other features (not strictly required): fast loading; page cache-forward; good text rendering with anti-aliasing

OS: MS Windows

budget: does not matter

possible candidates: plugin for Total Commander (don;t know the name yet); PDF X-Change Viewer
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                PDF X-Change Viewer, I believe, is deprecated.  But PDF X-Change Editor is currently developed, and quite good.  It looks like, in mid 2021, someone requested this exact feature on their forums: forum.tracker-software.com/viewtopic.php?p=153582 - I don't think the developers have acted on that request, but hopefully they will choose to do so, as I also think it will make a quality addition to their product.
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                Yes, that Explorer plugin really does not have sufficient functionality.  Plus, Explorer itself is really too limited... there are much better alternatives out there.
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                Not a bad idea, but ewww.... I hope there is a better way! ;)
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IrfanView with plugins installed reads .PDF and has exactly those buttons; loading is also very fast; you can zoom in and out with Ctrl+MWheel

can also keep zoom and scroll position (available from the View menu)
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                When your refer to "plugins" are you referring to the official plugins on the main IrfanView site, or 3rd-party plugins?
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