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If the pdf has been created programmatically, rather than scanned, the python library pdfminer can extract the text for you.


It and python are free, gratis & open source, and are available for most platforms.
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What about this S.O question ?

The article OCR in PHP: Read Text from Images with Tesseract explains more.

There is a PhpOcr project on SourceForge.

Tesseract would seem to be your best bet.
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