
    
    

    

        


	
			
			
				

			

			
				
			
			
				
					Stack Exchange Network

					
						Stack Exchange network consists of 183 Q&A communities including Stack Overflow, the largest, most trusted online community for developers to learn, share their knowledge, and build their careers.
					

					Visit Stack Exchange
					
				

			






		        
                        
                            
                            
                            
    

    
        
            Loading…

        

    


    
    


    



                        

                

		


    	
            
        


            
                	
                            
                                Tour
                                
                                    Start here for a quick overview of the site
                                
                            
                        
	
                        
                            Help Center
                            
                                Detailed answers to any questions you might have
                            
                        
                    
	
                                    
                                        Meta
                                        
                                            Discuss the workings and policies of this site
                                        
                                    
                                
	
                                
                                    About Us
                                    
                                        Learn more about Stack Overflow the company, and our products
                                    
                                
                            


            

        

        	
            
                
            
        
	
                

    
        
            
                current community
            

            
                
                    
                        
                    
                

            

        

        
            	
                            
                
        

        
            Software Recommendations
        
    

    

    
            help
            chat
    


                    
	
                            
        
    


                            
        

        
            Software Recommendations Meta
        
    

                    


        


        
            
your communities            


        

        

                
Sign up or log in to customize your list.                

        


        
            more stack exchange communities
            

            company blog
        

        
                

        
        
    


        
	
	
                            Log in
                        
	Sign up





	



            
                    


            


        
            
            
                
            

            

        

    
                


    
        
            	
                    	


    
        
                Home

        

    

	


    
        
                Questions

        

    

	


    
        
                Tags

        

    

	
	


    
        
                Users

        

    

	


    
        
                Companies

        

    

	


    
        
                Unanswered

        

    



                
	

    Teams


    
        Stack Overflow for Teams
        â€“ Start collaborating and sharing organizational knowledge.
        
        

        Create a free Team
        Why Teams?

    


	
        
            Teams

            
                
            

        
    
	
        
            
                
                    
                        
                    

                    
                

                
                    Create free Team
                

            

        
    


        
    




        
            


            
                Teams

                Q&A for work

                Connect and share knowledge within a single location that is structured and easy to search.

                
                    Learn more about Teams
                
            


            
                
            

        









        

            


    


    
        

            
                        Convert Microsoft Word to PDF of minimal file size

                
                        
        Ask Question
    

                

            

            
                    
                        Asked
                        7 years, 8 months ago
                    

                    
                        Modified
                        4 years ago
                    

                    
                        Viewed
                        182 times
                    

            


            
                

    

    

		





    
        
            
        
            
        
        
            3
        

        
            
        


        

    
    









    
    




        


        


    
    
                
I am aware of some Microsoft Word to PDF converters and have been using MS word itself to do this. But I am wondering if there's any conversion tool that produces the PDF files as small in file size as possible? For example, I have a Word document for my resume being 43KB, which was converted to a PDF file of 385KB. It would be better if the size can be smaller.


EDIT: 
Here is an example, including an original Word docx (115KB) and a converted PDF file (452KB). I used Word 2016 to export the docx file to the PDF. Please download the sample here: https://app.box.com/s/gk3vvdcy16t4avn6gy0yyyyvjja5y9ag


Personally I think it's the font of the title and the text effect of the headings that somehow increase the size of the transformed PDF file.
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                @tyler two answers claim to have produced a smaller file. Have you checked either of them? If so, could you please comment, in order to help others?
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Consider using the LEADTOOLS ePrint virtual printer driver and file converter (https://www.eprintdriver.com/). You can select one or more Word files and "print" them to a virtual PDF printer. Using this, I was able to obtain a PDF output of size smaller than your PDF output.


If you are a programmer creating your own application, you could also consider using the LEADTOOLS Document Conversion SDK (https://www.leadtools.com/sdk/document/document-converter). The code looks like this:


var jobData = DocumentConverterJobs.CreateJobData(inputWordFile, "outputFile.pdf", DocumentFormat.Pdf);
jobData.JobName = "conversion job";
documentConverter.Jobs.RunJob(documentConverter.Jobs.CreateJob(jobData));



Disclaimer: I am an employee of this softwareâ€™s vendor.
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I've used CutePDF Writer (free) (http://www.cutepdf.com/Products/CutePDF/writer.asp) for years, as I've found it to produce consistently good results with small file sizes. Highly recommend it if you haven't tried it. Using CutePDF, I too was able to get a smaller PDF file than the one in your document upload (366KB).
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I use PDFCreator precisely for this reason - the output is much smaller than anything from Word.  I also like it because it's free, and no cloud is involved so I can run even confidential materials though it.  I find the way it works very easy too, it's just another printer on the system.
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I am using PDF WIZ (https://www.starzsoft.com/pdf-converter/), a 100% free offline PDF converter that can help convert PDF to Word or Word to PDF without any feature limit.
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